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Wau is the third-largest city in South Sudan and
lies in one of the most promising parts of the
country. With great potential for agriculture
and commerce, it is also a culturally rich place
hosting diverse people. Due the Sudanese Civil
Wars, Wau suffered the loss of all of their
primary schools.
Addressing the need for education, the complex
contains 25 classrooms and laboratories, an
administrative building, health clinic, library,
bookstore, community plaza, soccer, basketball
and athletic facilities and teachers’ residences.
The design is driven by the need to provide
a climatic solution that varies seasonally from
extremely hot and dry, to strong rainfall.
Construction challenges include the difficulty
of finding appropriate materials in the region,
and the lack of a trained workforce. The
project uses primarily local materials: lava
rock, bamboo and site fabricated mud bricks
in a simple but rich design to involve the local
community in the construction, and create a
sense of ownership and pride in the resulting
facility.
Sustainability is also one of the principle
directives of the project, so we used passive
design systems minimizing the need for the
electrical grid or water. Harvesting water,
PV panels to generate electricity, waste
management and composting systems will help
the school to be a sustainable landmark in the
reconstruction of this part of the new country.
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K-8 PRIMARY SCHOOL

WA U, S O U T H S U DA N

BEAR CREEK
HIGH SCHOOL
The initial planning for the high
school involved the demolition of
an old elementary school, the reuse
of a 2-story classroom wing, and
phasing the construction to coincide
with the operations of the soon to
be demolished 1950’s high school.
The site of the existing school
became the home of the new state
of the art athletic field complex. The
building theme recreates a campus
environment organized around a
single circulation spine that unifies the
art wing, existing 2-story classroom
pod, an existing auxiliary gymnasium,
a main gymnasium, administration,
student commons, two 2-story
classroom wings and a media
center. Each component had its own
architectural language that expressed
the use of the space. Work performed
by Buddy Poppitt while at MOA.
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CASA THOMAS
JEFFERSON
Since 1963, the unofficial “cultural
arm” of the United States
Embassy in Brasília, Brazil’s Capital.
Its main objective is to provide
English classes - from the most
basic level to the most advanced
– and to promote cultural
interchanges between Brazil and
United States.
In 1994, they organized a
competition among young
architects to choose a project
for its new headquarters on the
North Wing of the Capital. Our
project was selected by a jury of
renowned architects, engineers
and educators and the building
became an architectural landmark
in the city since its inauguration,
in 1997. Work performed by Max
Amaral.
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SOUTHERN HILLS
MIDDLE SCHOOL
On a site overlooking the Flatirons
of Boulder, this renovation included a
gymnasium, music department, science
classrooms, a media center, and a new
classroom wing. The existing building
had little or no windows in many of
the classrooms. The challenge was
to develop a vocabulary similar to
the simplicity of the 1950’s building,
while opening up views to the
Flatirons, bringing in natural daylight,
and expressing the dynamic character
of the schools culture. The solution:
the building’s form expresses the
geological forces that created the
Flatirons. Work perfomed by Buddy
Poppitt while at MOA.
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DTC MONTESSORI
DENVER, CO.

Dr. Maria Montessori, creator of “The
Montessori Method of Education”,
believed learning should occur in
multi-age classrooms where children
at various stages of development
learn from and with each other.
Our charge was to create dynamic,
interactive learning environments
that encourage each child to reason,
cooperate, collaborate, negotiate, and

to understand with a fresh mind.
Visual
connections
to
other
classrooms and circulation were
provided by a variety of methods and
materials such as clear and translucent
Plexiglas, translucent and blue celled
polycarbonate, and rolling translucent
Plexiglas
panels. Varied
entry
sequences to the classrooms were
developed to generate classroom

identity.Walls of unexpected materials
and shapes were created in an effort
to reinforce the multi-sensory and
sequential program requirements.
Inexpensive materials were used in an
effort to maintain the minimal budget
of the project.
12,000 S.F. for $600,000 = $50/S.F.
Work performed by Mark Raeburn
while at Arley Rinehart Associates.
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ST. RITA’S CATHOLIC
SCHOOL
St. Rita’s Catholic School was a
planned 2 phase construction project.
Phase one was a 1-story classroom
addition for elementary students. The
new addition blended detailing from
the past with red brick that was used
on the modern, recently constructed
Church.
Phase two, constructed
several years later, was a two story
middle school classroom addition.
This addition was built on a tight site
adjacent to an existing parking lot and
the school gymnasium. The exterior
wall of the gymnasium became the
internal corridor wall for the new
classroom wing. Work performed by
Buddy Poppitt while at GFF.
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VILA ESTRUTURAL
BRASILIA, BRASIL
Vila Estrutural began in the 60’s as an
illegal settlement near to the main
landfill of Brasília, Brazil’s Capital.
After several ineffective trials to
relocate the population that was
living there (approximately 35.000 in
1995), in terrible environmental and
sanitary conditions, the Government

of the Federal District decided to
urbanize the area and began the
implementation of basic public
equipments that could transform one
of the biggest slums of the Capital in
a regular neighborhood.
The Kindergarten/Day Care and
the Elementary School / Cultural

Center that we projected to be built
in the settlement are part of these
efforts to make the life of an entire
population more dignified and to
provide hope that the future will
bring better opportunities.
Work performed by Max Amaral
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